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1 . RESPONDING TO A FORMAL REQUEST BY HERUT AND THE 
NRP, THE KNESSET SPEAKER'S OFFICE MARCH 20 ANNOUNCED 
THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE ELECTION OF A NEW PRESIDENT 
FROM APRIL 5 TO APRIL 19. (KATZIR'S TERM EXPIRES MAY 
28). THE NEW DATE WILL REQUIRE THE CONVENING OF A 
SPECIAL SESSION OF THE KNESSET FOR THE ELECTION SINCE 
THE KNESSET IS DUE TO ADIOURN APRIL 5 FOR ITS SPRING 
RECESS. THE POSTPONEMENT RESULTS DIRECTLY FROM THE 
GENERAL DISSATISFACTION WITH PRIME MINISTER BEGIN S 
DECLARED CHOICE FOR THE LARGELY CEREMONIAL OFFICE, 
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PROFESSOR YITZHAK CHAVET. HERUT AND THE NRP HOPE THAT 
WITH A LITTLE MORE TIME BEGIN WILL BE ABLE TO PUT A 
BETTER FACE ON WHAT HAS BECOME AN ACUTE EMBARRASSMENT 
FOR HIM. 

2. DESPITE SOME EXPECTATION THAT HE WOULD WITHDRAW 
FROM THE RACE. CHAVET ANNOUNCED AFTER A BRIEF MEETING 
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YESTERDAY WITH BEGIN THAT HE REMAINS A CANDIDATE. (SOME 
SOURCES SUGGEST CHAVET FAILED TO UNDERSTAND BEGIN S 
HINT THAT A VOLUNTARY WITHDRAWAL WOULD EASE THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S PREDICAMENT. INSTEAD CHAVET INTERPRETED 
THEIR CONVERSATION AS BEGIN S CONTINUED SUPPORT OF HIS 
CANDIDACY.) UNLESS HE STEPS DOWN, CHAVET APPEARS 
HEADED FOR CERTAIN DEFEAT. EXCEPT FOR A FEW SCATTERED 
VOTES AMONG SEPHARDIC-ORIENTED MKS, ONLY HERUT, OUT OF 
LOYALTY TO BEGIN, IS EXPECTED TO VOTE FOR HIM. IF 
ELIMELECH RIMALT, STRONGLY HACKED BY THE LIBERAL PARTY, 
REMAINS THE ONLY OTHER SIGNIFICANT CANDIDATE, HIS VIC- 
TORY IS ASSURED, ALTHOUGH AT PRESENT HIS SUPPORT OUTSIDE 
THE LIBERAL PARTY IS LUKEWARM. 

3. MANY MKS ARE HOPING YITZHAK NAVON CAN BE PER- 
SUADED TO RECONSIDER HIS DECISION LAST WEEK TO WITHDRAW. 
SINCE NAVON IS NOT LIKELY TO CHANGE HIS MIND UNLESS 
ASSURED OF VICTORY, THEIR SCENARIO WOULD HAVE CHAVET 
WITHDRAW AND BEGIN, HIMSELF, ASK NAVON TO BE A CANDIDATE. 
IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, MOST OBSERVERS SEE NAVON PICK- 
ING UP MAJORITY SUPPORT IN EVERY POLITICAL GROUP 
EXCEPT THE LIBERAL PARTY. WITH THE FILING DEADLINE 
NOW APRIL 9 (BECAUSE OF THE ELECTION POSTPONEMENT), 

THERE IS STILL TIME FOR "DRAFT NAVON" SENTIMENT 
DEVELOP. LEWIS 
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